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Ps AL. 37. 34» 
Wait on the Lord,and keep his Way. 


Oc knowing whether ever I ſhall ſpeak © | 
you more from his place, being willing c@ + 
*Jeave a word in ſeaſon; I ſhall recommend to * 
you what inanſwer to prayer I have received of + 5% 
| the Lord- for! the direing me in my.courſe in | © 
this eloomy. dark day ; being well atſured tharas + 

many of us as walk by this Rule; apd ſail by, this 
Compaſs ( however. we may, be ſcarcerefby-the 
' tempeſtuous torms we meer with here in the Sea 


+ of chis World). (hall ſhortly arrive at,, 25 63 
' in our defired Porg, the Haves of eternal Reſt + -* 
and Happineſs ; What therefore the Lord bat 
| ſand to mez/ard thar-wich a ſtrong hand, that fa Ne 
, | anto yout in the Name of the Lord : ; Wat, a thee: 
Lid, and keep bis Way, wa T3 
'The- ſcope if this Plat 1ST diredh the pc 4 
of God; a tp encourage chem co keep 6h in 
arid godlineſy ar ſuch timesg3s whenthe: Wie | 


iſh, and grow great and the 
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And chere arerwo general parts of the Pſalm in- 
rermixtly ſpoken unto cthroughour, The one 1s 
for Direction ; the other for Encouragemene, 
- The Texc apperrains tothe former part.” 
* eAnd the ſum of the Direitions may be reduced _ 
#nto two Heads, . 

Firſt, That they take heed of ſuch inward Com- 
wotionsand perturbations of ſpirit,as throughche 
remamder of corruption they are ſubject, uifo ; 
and-by.the temptations of Saran, and the provoca- 
tions -of wicked: men , they will be, put upon 
thie&ftgh this occahion : More particularly he fore- 
warns them to take heed of Envy, verſ, 1, & 7. 
and of «Anger, verſ. 8. And what need: there is 

at fuch2a time to: warch againſt che exorbirane 
workings of theſe Pafſions,none that obſerve their - 
own heatts, can well be ignorant ; ſuch being the 
unworthy,-inſolent, and* provcking Carriage of 


S _ the wicked roward'the poor People of God, as 18 


able,15 we may ſay;to move a Saint, Hence that 
of Pſal.7 3.23. Bat as for megny feet were almoſt 
goxe, my ſtepi had well-nigh ſlipt; for I was envious 
 at'the fo/l:iſh, when I ſaw the proſperity of the wick- 
* xd} Attend therefore to the counſel of the Holy 
Gho#, Fret not thy ſelf becauſe of evi-dorrry ne1- 
ther be thus envious againſs the workers of thiguity. 
Pret not thy ſelf becauſe. of hin that prof) in 


+, tus'iway, becauſe of the man that bringet "Wicked 
+ 19> opar lp rrp 


F, aprath,”” Fre hot thy«felfe-in 
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Secondly, That, they. {o carry thetnlelves to= 
w Lord 1h keeping on 1n their way of fol- 
1:w im, as becomes thoſe that firmly be- 
lieve, and ſtedfaRily hope in him for his Salya- 
cion,”. ' 
There are many particular direQions to this 
purpole, verſ. 3. Truſt in the Lord, and do god, 
Verſ. 4. Delight thy ſelf alſs in the Lord, Yerf. 5. 
Commt thy way unto» the Lord, Verſ,7, Reſt in rhe 
Lord,and wait;patiently for hum, Verſ. 27, Depart 
from evil, and wo good ; and here in the Texty,Wars 
on the Lordgiaut keep his way. | 
Theſe:Wor rain Advice and Counſel for 
the people of God, and 'tis conſiderable, either 
with reſpe& to the troubles and temptations of 
the people of God in general ; or with reſpe& 
ro that particular that is immediately touched-on 
before the Text, verſ. 33. The wicked watchath 
the righteous, and ſecketh to ſlay him. Upon this 
ſomthing 1s ſpoken by way of encouragement ro 
the righreous, verſ. 33. The Lord will not leave 
lum in his hand, nor copdemn hins when he 1s judg= 
ed. Though he may let him fall into che hands of 
the VVicked,he will nor leave-him there;rhough 
the V Vicked,may firin. judgment on bim,ind paſs 
ſentence againſt him, *yer.the Lord will not. cane. 3 
demi him ; yea,when he isjudged he is chaſten» '-/} 
ed of the Lord, char he ſhould not be condemned? --.* 2 
h the VVorld, Thus for the encouragemeng- *27 
Megs 
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. There is ſomching by y way y of direction in 
the words read:Wait 07 the Loki keep huway. 


C— 


From the words, confadered under this double -| 


reference, we have this profitable point of Dos 
Et:ine. " 

Howevert go with the truly Godly herein this 
World, more eſpecially when the wicked watch the 
Rightcou: to do them a miſchief, it ts their: beſt way 


To wait on the Lord, and F keep bus Way, 


T ſhall nox ſpend time ro ſhew. you who are 
truly Godly, and whore VVicked. It isfaid of 
the Godly man, werſ, 31. The Law of God is 1 
his heart.” Such then as from the Law of Godin 
their hearts have reſpe& to all his Command- 
ments, walking in all che Statutes, 'ant"Ocdinin- 


_ ces f God blame s, Lube 1, 6, ſuchare cruly 


: And ſuch as from the Dominion of ſm in 
hetn, arcevil Doers, workers of 1 iniquity, walls 
1ho g according eo'the Luſts-of the Fleſh ,;,and of 
the mind, according ro the courſe of this World, 
df the Prince of tne Omer of rhe Air,&cahey are 


Wicked, 


- In the handling of this Poine, according to my 
wonted method, I ſhall ſpeak firſt ro what is ſup- 


2 poſed, and chen to what is expreſly laid down, 


Here are two things ſuppoſed 1n this point ; 
the one more General,che othet'mort Particular, 

" Firſt, [In General , *Tis ſuppoſed, that the con- 
dition of the trulyGodly may be full of True, 
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when 'cis (ajd, ZTowever it go with the rely Godly; 
|. the.meaning 15, how -evilly, how badly tgever, 
ehough chey bz never ſo much rroudled, affi.ced, 
_ anddiltcelied ; wherein. tis ſuppoſed char it may 

90 very 1ll, that the truly Godly. may be full of 
troubles, iufferings, and diſtreffes : this ts yoc on- 
ly plainly held forch in Sccip:uce, ig ſuch Texts as 
cheſe, Pjal. 34.19. Jobn 16.33. Atts 14. 22, 
bur ſo ſadly experienced in all Ages,that we need 
not ſpend time in the clearing of ir. 

Secondly, e More Particularly , It is ſuppoled, 

T hat *tis the manner and guiſe of the Wicked, 19 
watch th: Rightgous to miſchief them : lo ver{.3 2, 
' and verſe, 12, The Wicked plotteth againſt the juſt; 
(or as the Margent, gradtiſerh ) z, e, his wit, and 
$kill,his labour and Judgment is employed agun't 
"gp : And werſ.14. The wicked have drawn they, #7 

ward, and bent their Bow, to caſt down the poor, + 
and the needy, and to ſlay ſach as be of upright cou- 
verſation. So Pſal, 64. 2, the Plalmilt prayes, 
Hide me from the ſecret Connſel of the Wicked 
from the Inſurreftion of the Workers of Inquity. 3”, 
who whet their tongues like a Sword, and bend their 
Brwes to ſhoot their Arrows, even bitter words, that 
theymay ſhoot ſecret in at the perfefF : ſuddenly. da © 
they ſhoot at hins,and fear not : So we read in that, 
Iſz. 2.9.20, 21, of thoſe that watch for iniquity, 
that maks 4 #4n an offendour for a wird, that lay a. 
ſnare for hin that reproverh in the Gate, and.thas - + 
:u7n aſidotie Tuſt for a-thing of nought, wh =* 5 
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6 
-hach been ever fince the beginning, So wicked 
Cam watcheth righteous Abel co kill him, Gen. 
4.8. Ard Cam talked with Abel his Brother ; and 
it came to paſſe that when they were 1» the field, 
that Can roſe up ag aſt his Brother Abel, and flew 
him : And rhus have Cain's brood done all down 
Along for he was of the wicked one, 1 Fohs 3. 
12. ) So hath Eſas watched righteous Jacob, Gor 
27.41,42. comforting himſelf, that he ſhould 
have ſhortly atime to do him: the miſchief thar 
he intended him: So Saul: watcherh righteous 
David, 1 San, 19. 11. Saul ſent Meſſergers to 
David; honſe, to watch him, and ſlay him inthe 
Mornng : And fo did others, his wicked 2dver- 
faties, wa'ch him, as you have im complaining, 
Pial. 38. 12, They that feek, after my life, lay 
Srares for me ; and they that feek my hurt, ſpeag 


»1{chievous things, and 1 Imagine deceit all the day 


Snare for'mt, and Corgs'; they have ſpread'a Net 
by the way ſide; they have ſet Grins for me,So did 
Teremiah's Familiars, as he calls them, Jer.29.10. 
Por I heard the defaming of many, fear on every 
fide : Report ſay they, and we will report it + All my 
Familiars(oras in the Margent,every man of my 
peace ) watched for my haltivg ; ſaymg , perad- 

vet ehewillbeenticed,c+ we ſtall prevail arainſt 
F1m, and we ſhall take our revenoe of him + While 
Jhey pretended friendſhip and peace,thty incen- 
_ te noth: hens chief, <ven che taking of their 
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revenge 
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d | revenge on him. So the Preſidents and the P;i In-": 

n. + ces, watched righreous Damrel to miſchief him, © 

1d | Dan. 6. 4. where firlt they ſeek ro tind occaſion 

4, | againſt him,concernivg the Kingdom; they would 

» oladly have ſound any occafion avaink himgto have 

n | accuſed him of Diſloyalcy,Sedition, Treaſon, Re- 

| bellion, or at lea(t Falihovd and Unfaihfutneſs ; 

7; | but here they could find no fault, - his! very ene- 

d | mies being Judges, Yerſ. 5. In the next place, 

r | therefore they plor, co find occahon againlt him 

5 | from the Lay of his God ; and therefore enticing 

5 | the Kingtomakea Law 2vainlt the Law of Dans. 

e | els God, they quickly ca 2rch him. | So you may 

| ſee the Scribe; and Phariſees watched the Lord 

, | Jetus, that Juſt Ore, Luke 6. 7. Ard the Seribes 

and Phariſces watched Him, whether He would 

, keeal onthe Sabbath Day, that they mught find au' 

aceuſatinn agarrſt Him, lt ſeems they had a Law 

” againft doing good on the Sabbath Day : So,Luke' 
20, 19, 20, And the chief Priefts,and the beribvs, 
ſought to lay hands on Him, and they feared the 
people ;, for they percerved that he had ſprben'this 
Parable againſt them ; and they watched Fm, and * 
ſeat forth ſpies, which "ſhould ſeign tl emſelves juſt 
men, that they might take hold of his words, that 

, fothey might del:ver Him to the Pom ard Antho- 

+ 77 of the Governour : They endeavour tt Fraps / 

| Hit, that they mighr give him over ts the ' : 

ſecular Power. Time would fail to ſhew tow 24 
the*warched tle Apoſtles, & the Saints, all down 
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' along throughcur all ages ; Neither need we 


ſearch the records of former ages,in this matter, 


: for evidence , our own times affording pregnant 


proof, more than enough 1n thisching; and as ic 
hath been, and now is, ſo it will be to the end 
of this wicked world, the guiſe and manner of - 
the wicked, thus ro Watch the Righteous to do 
bim a miſchief, 

I. For that there 15 the ſame principle of ha- 
cred, and eninity, in the Wicked againlt the - 
Righteous now, as ever, yea, and ever will to the 
worlds end : That enmity that we read of in Ge-. 
3.15. 1sa laſting enmity, as long as there are a- 
ny of the Seed of the Serpent in the world, ic will 
work; Itisanenmity in nature, Prov. 29. 27, 
He that 1s upright in the way, 15 an abomination th - 
the Wicked ; and the wicked mult ceaſe to be 
wicked, ere this will ceaſe tobe. As there are 
ſome Creatures thar have an enmity in nature, as 
the Wolf, and the Sheep, ſothat enmity 1s pro- 

cared to all of the kind that partake of that na- 
rure-: Sos the Enmity that the Children of the 
Wicked one have againſt the Children of God ; 
As therefore the Wolf need nor to be raught 


ro. watch co devour the Sheep, ic being natu- 


ral co him: So the Wicked need not be 
tavght to do rhe Saints a miſchief , having a prin- 
ciple wichin chem inclining, and iattructing chem 


theteunto. 


3» There isthe ſame neceſlary ground and oc- 
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cafion of their hatred of them : Though there <be 
. no juſt ground of the wickeds hatred of the righ- 


reous ( hence David ſpeaks of their hating him 
wichour a cauſe, Pſal. 69.4. that is, withour juſt 
cauſe on his parc ) yet there 1s a nzceflary ground 
of their hatred, and that continueth now as here- 
rofore, and will conrinue as long as there are any 
truly Goaly ; and what chat 1s, you may (ee in thar, 
Pſal. 38. 20. They alſs that render evil for g 9d, 
are mine adverſaries ; becauſe I follow the —s 
that good is, The true ground andreafon of their 
being adverſaries unto David , Was this, Becauſe 
he followed thac which they hated, 
Thris our Saviour ſhewing his Diſciples how 
they ſhould be hated of the World, acquaints 
them with the true cauſe and ground of rhe 


"Worlds hatred, Jobn 15.19, If you were of the 


Wworld,the world 5.57 love its own ; but becauſe you! 


' tire not of the World, but I have choſen you ont of 


the world,therefore the world bateth you, And thar 
rhis is the proper eround of the Worlds hatred,is 
moſt manifeſt,for that rhe ſame perſon, whom the. 
world loved while he was of the world ; when 
called owt of the world into the Kingdom of. 
Chriſt, then is he hated of thoſe that before loved 
him ;asin Pal. And ifa p:rſon that profeſſerh. 
himſelf the Diſciple of Chc11t, and is hated of rhe 
world, (hall forſake the aflembly of Saints, and 


- rurn back from che way of righteouſneſle, an2 run 
mo the ſame exceſle of rior with the prophane 


world, _ 
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world, none more worlds darling than he, 'So 
that i: is Godlinels, H-linets, and crue Religion, 
that is chz t:ve groun { of the worlds hatred.So 1 
Tobn 3.12 Not as Cain who was of the wicked one 
and ſtew his L r0iher: and wherefore ſlew he him? be. 
cauſe his own works were evil, aud his brotqers 
righteous, This was the true cauſe of his hatred ; 
and while thar the cauſe remaineth, while godly 
Men continue to walk in the wayes of Godlt- 
neſie, the wicked will continue to hare them. 

3. Th: Devil, whoſe Children theſe wicked 
&nz8are, 1 John 3, 8,10, 1s {till as mili.1ous, and 
inJu'tcious as ev2r, to pur them upon this, We 
read of Satan in char, 1 Pet, 5.8. that he goerh 
ua 11 down like a a roarin s Lyon, ſeeking whom 

e may devour ; and as far as the Lord permits 

f him, he a&ts. wicked men in waom he ruleth, Eph. 
2.2. to do what miſchief chey can tothe Godly ; 
yea, and in the laſt cimes he 1s fo far from abar- 
ing his rage, as that we read, 11s wrath groweth the 
hotter, becauſe heknoweth be bath but a ſhort time, 
Rev.12.12. | 

While therefore the principle of enmizy,which 
1s inche wicked again{t the Saints, remainech, and 
while 1h2 vround | of their hatred continues, and 
Satan 15 2< induſtriouſly ſtirring them upas eyer, 
nought elſe can be expeed, bur that they watch/ 
the ighreg to dothem a miſchief, 

Hh Bur 1 nov t ſhall the right cous do ? ſhall he 


rende; &yil Alfor evil, 2nd watch the wicked thac 
*; he 


——— — —— 


—  — - - ao  ——_—_—_—— 


In time of Danger. FF 


he may milchieve them ? God forbid ; what ſhall 
he foriake his righreouſneſle, and leave off tobe 
oodly ? no, in no wiſe, Bur if ye would know, O- 
ye Saints and righteous Ones, what to do in this 
caſe,l am ſent of God at this time to inſtru& you, 
That it will be your beſt way to wait on 5he Lord, 
and keep his way. | | 

And ſo I come to what is expreſly - aſſerted in 
the point, T hat however it go with the truly Godly 
here in this World, more eſpecially when the Wics 


ked watcheth the righteous ro miichieve ther, 


"ris their beſt way to wait on the Lord, 'and keeps 


his wa Y. | 


Here I ſhall ſpeak by way of Explication; in | 


ſhewing, 1. What it ts co wait on the Lord, 2. 
What it 4S to keep his way. x 

Firſt, To wait on the Lord,is taken more la;g- 
ly, or more ſtr1&tly, | 


1. More largly, And ſoit is the ſame with ſerv»! 
ing the Lord, atcending and following the Lord, 
and takes in the whole duty of the Saints ; waits" 
ing on the Lord as a Souldier on his Captainy' or 


as a Servant on his Maſter : Pſal. 12 3. 2, Behold-! 
as the eyes of the Servants look to the hamds of their 
Maſter, and as the eyer of a Maid:n wntothe hand 
of her CMiſtris ; ſo our eyes wat on the Lord our 
God..Soin that, HJoſ. 32.6, 7 #rz thow'to thy God, 


» 4 
« 


Ged continually, Wa 


peting 


and keep Mercy and Judgement, a:dwa:t' on thy. 


2, More [trifly, And (oc intends a patient ex») 
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pecting the Lords Salvation. 'Tis the continued 
. exerclle of Faith and Hope ; it is Faith and Hope 
eekrout : So here Yerſ,7. Reſt on the Lord ; wait 
patiently. So ſal. 130. when he cries out of the 
depths, as he ſayes Verſ, 1, then Yerſ. 5. I Wait 
for the Lord, my foul doth wait ; and in his word do 
[ hope, My ſoul watteth for the Lord, more than 
they that watch for tht morning, I ſay, more than 


they that. watch foy the morning, We bave both | 


theſe cogether in that, Lam, 3.25,26. The Lord 
1s good to them that wait for him ;, tothe ſoul that 
ſeekerh his, There it is taken as largly asſeeking 
afrer Cod : bur it follows, It 1s good that a man 
ſhould both hope and quietly wait for the Saivation 
of the Lord : there it is taken for rhe continued 
exercile of hope ; for a patient expectation of the 
Lord s Salvation.  ._ TIS; 

, . Secondly, What it is to keep the Way of the 
Lord : here mind, The way of the Lord may be 
underſtood, of that way wherein he walketh ro- 
wards his People; which 1s aptly Rilfd,the way of 
tis2rovidence;or,of that way wherein he requires 
bis People to walk towards him ; and is properly 
tiled, the way of his Preceprs. | ho 1 ts 
- t« There is the Way of Gods Providence , in 
iyhich he walketh towards us : of which,that Pſal, 
18. 36. ſpeaketh ; eAs for God, his Way is erfelt, 
S» Pſal. 25. 10. All the Paths or Wayes of the 
Lord, are Mercy and Truth unto ſuch as keep his 


- * Cotrenant, aud Teftimmics, © 
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Now, if ic be thus taken here, Then to keepe 
bis Way, is diligently co attend h1s Hand, and ro 
ſerve his Carriage, and ordering,in all that be- 
falls his People, more elpectally in all char crou-' 
ble rhar comes on them ; For whatever trouble 
comes upon the People of God, and whoever be 
the inſtruments of inflifting, the Lord hath his 
way in ir, 24ic, 6.9. ordering 11, as to the kind, 
25 to the meaſure , as to the ſeaſon', as to the 
cohcinuance,as to tbe ends and fruits, 

Now, - to obſerve the Lord's Hand, and to at- 
tend his Way, in ordering his Providences, and 
our troubles, this 1s to keep his Way, So [/a.. 
26.8.In the way of thy Judgement; wo have waited 
far thee : as if he had ſaid, Wehave waitcd on the 
Lord, and kept his pay. 

2. Theres the way of God's Precepte ; in which 
he commandeth his People to walk : And thus is 
this phraſe moſt commonly taken, So 2 Kings 21, 
22, Where tis ſaid of « Amon, He forſook the Laxd 
God of his Fathers, ard walked »9t in the Way of the 
Lixd; 1. e. not in the Way of his Commandements. 
Thus David ſpake cf the way of his Precepts, in- 
Pſal. 119. 27. Make me widerſtand the way of 
thy Precepts: And if it be taken thus,then to keep 
the Way of the Lord, 1519 walk in his Statures, 
and to obſerve his Commandments to do them, 
So Gen. 18, 19, The Lord reflifies of Abrabam :. 
I knox him, that he will command his (Children aud. 


his houſtuld after biz, and they ſpall keep the Way, 
; | of 
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of the Lord, to do Fuſtice and Judgement, So in 
Ws 23, 11,12, My feet have held his ſteps, his 
way have I kept and not declined: nether have [ 
gone back from the Commandments of his tips : 
So to walk in his Wayes, and to keep his Com- 
mandments,are the ſame, Dext,26,17. and P/al, 
ITg. I, 2. £f | 
So that the ſum of all, is; However it be with 
the truly Godly, more eſpecially when the wick- 
ed do watch them to do them a miſchief, their 
- beſt way 1s, to attend on the Lord, to follow him, 
ro Walk on in the ways of his Commandements : 
ſoeying the hand ofthe Lord in all that bzfalls 
chem, as they that patiently expe, and quietly 
watt for rhe Salvationof the Lord, Thus for ex- 
plication, 1 CY 
-now come tothe Demonſtration, which (hall 
be diſparcht by clearing, That it ts the honelte(t, 


the wile(tz the lafeſt, the moſt comfortable, and 


oft honourable Way, S371 

Firſt, This 1s the moſtinnocent, juſt and ho-» 
nelt Way ; yer truly;this is the only g00d, honeſt, 
ahd right Way. | 

I am to (ſhew what is the beſt for a Godly man, 
t6 whom no way, 1s good, bur what 1s juft and ho- 
reſt. There ate indeed orher ways which e man 
may rake when he 1s 1ntrouble through the wick- 
eJs watching him to do him a miſchief, where - 
by ro eſcape the miſchief inrended him ; bur 
theyare no; yult and hone!?, .1 ſhall jnftince an, 


theſe. | 1, By 
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1. By (ſinful complying wich che wicked in their 
ungodly ways, thereby to abate the edge of their 
wrath : This was the way Peter took, when in the 
High Prieſts Hall; he not only denyes his Maſtet- 
but backs his denyal with an Oath ; yea, being a 
mong a Curing crew, that ſhould ſeem wauld nor 
believe him elle, he falls a curſing and ſwearing 
that he knew not the man, Mat. 26; 74, . 
2. By finful ſhifting or ſhuffling, through Lyes 
or deceitful Equiyocartians; to ayoid the miſchief 
intended : This was the way that Abrahary took 
to eſcape the miſchief,that he thought ar one time 
the Men of Gerar might do to him, Ger: 29, and 
that the Egyptians might do to him art another 
time for his wives ſake ; wherein, though Abr4» 
ham did not tell a down-right untruth, as he ex- 
cuſeth the matter to Abimilech, yer he did fins 
fully ſhutfe in making uſe of 8 deceitful Equivo- 
cation for his ſafety, 
- 3. By angrily and revengfully rendring Evil 
for Evil,thereby thinking to pay the wicked in bis 
own Coyn; and to avenge a mans own quarrel, 
This was the courſe that David was about to take 
againſt Nabal; had he got been prevented by 4+ 
bigeles wiſdom, 1 Sew. 25,33. THIS 
. 4: By baſeſy deſerting the Place that the Lord 
nath put 4 men ip; and requires bim to abide in. 
\bis was that which Shewgrah would haye pus 
Plehsman tipor;but He jefuſed ro hearken t9 him, 
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has place, - noe only of habitation, but alſo © 
' publick-ſtacton amd employment, in ſome caſe: 
when that the Lordvcalls him off ; | bur this is nc 
baſe deſerting ; Baſedeſerting 15, when our | 
cowardlineis and bile fear, a man withdraws him 
ſelt from has place, in'whicp, and at that time 
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when the Lord requires him 
provide for {is own ſatery ; 
Moſes would have taken,when rh 
ing him to deliver his People, ha 
him to himſelf, as you may ſee at la 
and 4th C hapters of the Book of Ex9 bm 
5- By redelltouſly and rraiteroufly tppin 


our of the place that God hath ſer a man1in. Thig. 


was that way they tempted David unto,in 1 Sans 
24.4. and which A#5:ſha: would have taken, ha 

not David hindered nm, Sam.26.9, Now ncne 
of theſe ways are juſt and honeſt, being all of 
them contrary to the Command, and a depatr- 


ring from God to the Creature, as I thall clear] - 


particula:ly. 

Firſt, Thar finfully to comply with the! wick» 
ed to abare the edge of their wrath, is contraty 
tothe Command, 1s clear from thele Scriptures, 
Erh.g.7. Be ye not therefore partakers with them ; 
that 1s, With the Wicked, with the Children of 
Ciſabedience : Now one way of partraking with 
them, is, by finful compliance : hence verf, 11 
Have .no fellowſhip with the unfruitful works 0 
_ darkneſs ;have you no hand,do not you bear a parts 


» 
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tech reproving Abraham tor his: prattice, tells 
4| Þumy T hou haſt doze thivgs ro me that onght nos to 
1 be dove, | -# ahh 

Thirdly, That to render evil for evil, arid to a+ 
174 Venge our ſclves,1s 2gunlt the Command of God; 
Clear 6 that, Prov,20.21, Say net thou, I mill re« 
compente evil,but wait on the Lord,and be ſhall ſave 
thee. Theil.5.15, See that noxe render evil for 
of evil to any man, Rom. 12.17.Recompence to no man 
evil for evil: and 19, Dearly beloved avenge 102 
rar (elves, 

Fourthly , That baſely todeferr the place that 
1.| God hath pur a man in, is againſt the Com- 
| mand of G2d ; clear isthar, 1 Cor, 7. 24. Bre= 
| thren, let every ene wherem be 1s called, thergin 

| abide with Grd ; and azin the condition where» 

= ſo in the place Whereunto, till God retmoys 
UN,  , | blog TL 

Fifthly, That rebellioully ro ſtep our of 4 maris 
place, 1s agiin(t the Command of God, is clear 
[1 o from, Ezcteſ 1b. 4.1f the fpirit of thy Ruler riſe up 

rakinft thee, leawi not thy Praee s for yielding pc; 
, | fl 
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eth preat off ences, SubjeQs are here directed how 
to carry themſelves when that the ſpiric of the 
Ruler riſes up again(t them ; the counſel that 
the Spirit here gives,is,T hat they keep their place, 
not in a way of rebellious oppoſition, bur in 


way of yielding ſubjection ; leave not thy place | 


as a ſubject, conratn thy ſelf wichin the bounds of 
thine own callivg and condition , bridling all dif 
loyal paſſions, and forbearing all unlawful at- 
tempts,' to ward off the wrath of the Ruler ; he 
ſpeaketh not -gainſt a prudent withdrawing from 
a torm, as David from Saul, Eliasfrom Ahab, 
and Chriſt ſrom Herod, bur againſt a diſloyal and 
rebzJliaus defe&tion; as /ſraelto their 7 ents, x 
Kings 12. 16. So that whatever the provecations 
2. that the Rulers give, Subjects mult ſubmic 
themſelves, by yielding active cbeatence 1n all 
things which they command according to God, 
and by pattenily enduring what they inflict 
en us, thoush for righreouſneſs ſake; keeping our 
telves in tf. Eme humble, obedient, and loyal 
temper, whatevor Provocations we meet With to 
th2 contrary, | 
Ard bat in allrheſe wayes there is a departing 
from God to the Crea:ure, ariſing from a diltrult 
of his All- ſufficiency to provide for us 1n his way, 
and from a contrit of our owh wiſdom to provide 
berrer for cur ſafery, is molt manifeſt ; therefore 
theſe ways being .contraryrocrhe Command of 


ji 
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Jult and honeſt ; but to wart on the Lord,ard to keep 
his way, this is the good, the right, and che honeſt 
Way, See 1 Sam. 12.23, Where he tels them , 
thac he will ſhery them the good ard the r1ght way; 
and what that is, he acquainrs them m the nexc 
verſe, Only fear the Lord, and jerve hins in Truth, 
wth all your heart, which is to the ſame pprpoſe, 
with wait on the Lord, axd keep his way ; that is, 
the honeſt, and good Way, in-which the Lord 
commandeth his People ro walk, 2 Chron. 6, 27. 
His Commandments being holy, jſt, and good, 
Rom. 7. 12, The way of his Commandinenrs 
mul} needs be good, juſt, and horeft ; yea, and his 
Commandments being the Rule; the goodveſs of a 
way lyes in irs conformity thereunto; and this is 


1 the way thar is agreeable ro the Command of 


God, as inthe Texr. 
2, This is the wiſeſt Way - When a mat hath 

many wiſe,ſubtile, and powerful enemies wartch- | 
ing co miſchieve him , he had need behave him- 
ſelf wiſely, Hence when our Saviour ſends forth 
his Diſciples as Sheep among Wolves, at.: To; 
16. he ſayes to them, Be wile as Serpents, atd ins! 
nocent as Doves, he adviſeth them to look ro the 
Wiſeſt, as well as the honeſteſt way. Now howe®' 
ver carnal men do think ſome one of the fore- 
mentioned wayes to be the wiſeſt , yer ir will 
be apparent , that ro wait oz the Lord , and . 
b eep bis Ways the wiſelt courſe; by theſe cwo ar- 
ounens, | 

ues $ 3 Fnſy 
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Firſt, It is the way which the trueſt and high- 
eſt V Viidom,the V Viſdom of God, doth direct 
unto; So here 1n the Texr, Soin that Pſal, 27. 
14, he complains of his enemies, and of falſe 
witneſſes that were riſen up againtt him, that did 
breath our'cruelcy, ver, 1 2, and thenby the ſpi- 
71the commends to himſelf and others, ſuitable 
advice in ſuch acaſe ; ver. 14, War on the Lord, 
So Exod, 14.13. there Pharach and all his Hoſts 
are at the heels of the poor /ſraclites, & he counts 
bf nothing bur of deftroyang them, Exod, 15. g. 
and they for their parts knew not how ro eſcape : 
Now ſayes Moſes to'them, Fear ye not, ſtard ſtill, 
aril {er the Salvation of the Lord, Sothat whatever 
diflfefs the Pecple of God are in, this is th way 
the Y Viſdom ot God dire&s unto ; for what the 
Word of God in the Scripture directs toy that the 
Wiſdom of God dire&s, as is clear from thar, 
' Like 11.49. 
2, This is the way that the wiſeſt men have 
taken. David was a wiſe man ; we read of him 
In1 Sat. 18, 30, that David behaved himſelfe 
more wiſely than all chz Servants of Sal, ſo that 


his name was much fer by : Now this was the way | 


that he tookgas you have him ſpeaking in that, P/, 
18, 21. T have kept the ways of the Lord, and have 
a0t ,»ichgd'y departed from my. God ; for all thy 
Tudpments were before me ; and [dtd not pit away 
his Statutes from me,&c.SoPſal; 119, 110: The 
withed have laid a ſnare for megyet I erred xot from 


J B thy Precepts, \ Damet 
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Daniel was a Wiſe man ; hence that Proverb» 
Eh, 28s 3. Wiſer than Danel ; and he took 
this courle when that his Enenmues had laid a ſnare 
for him to take away his life ; yet (Dan, 6. 10.) he 
declined not from the way of the Lord, but waited on 
the Lard, and kept his way , 4s aforetime ; as you 
may there read, 

Yea, Jeſw Chrift, the Wiſdom of God, be 
rook this courſe, as you may reac, Luke r 3, where 


when certain of the Phariſers came, laying to 
him, Get thee out, aud depart hence, for Herod will 
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* | hill thee, werſ. 31. He anſwered verſ. 32. GoJe 


and tell that Fox, Behold, I caſt out Devils, and do 
cures to day and to morrow ; that 1s, I will do the 
work of my Father ; I will follow whar he hath 
ſent me about, and keep his Way, whatever be- 
comes of me, Thus you ſee it 15 the wilelt way. 

3. This the ſafe(t way ; when a man Is. beſer 
with the wicked thar ſeek to milchieve him, "ts 2 
time to look after the ſafeſt way ; now to wAIE 08 
the Lord, and to keep his Way, is the ſafeſt courle a 
man can take : Pro. 10, 9. He that walks up» 
rightly, walks ſurely, And 28. 18. Whoſe walketh 


| uprightly, ſhall be ſaved, 1 know carnal wildom 


thinks otherwiſe, and mocks at this ; But 1 am 
ſpeaking to the People of Gad, who are capable 
of receiving and underſtanding what. I ſhall offer 
and ro them this will appear tobe the ſafelt way, 
by theſe ewo Particulars.” 

- Firſt, Thisis the readieſt way for the Peegly 
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of God toeſcape that miſchief which the wicked 
deviſe, and intend avaintt chem; Prov, 18; 10: 
The Name of the Lord is a ſtrong Tower ; the 
Righterrs fly to tr, and are ſafe : Bur how do they 
fly co this trons hold, bur upott the wings of 
Faith 3nd Hope, whereby they wait on the Lord? 
and being fled for refuge to this (trong hold,they 
Ire ſale, and continue ſafe by abiding there, 
which 1s by keeping the Way of the Lord : Hence 
that, Prov, 16. 7, When a mans waes pleaſe the 
Lord, ht maketh even his entmies to be at peace 
with birz, Now for thoſe whoſe wayes pleaſe 
hitn; who wait or him, and keep his way, he ma- 
keth even their enernies to be at peace with 
them, theſe ſeveral wayes. 

7, Somerimes by changing their hearts, and 
by making them even of Enemies, to become 
Friends, So we find he changed the Hearr of 
Abaſueru, that whereas his enmity was ſo enflas 
Med by the miſ-information of Hamas, as that he 
” Had fighed che Decrae for the vtrer deſtroying of 

= Pedple bf Gbd ; yer afrerwardshe grants un- 
© the Jews to gather themſelves together, and 
ftand for their lives; to deſt:oy, flay, and cauſe to 
periſh all the power of 'the people of the Pro- 
vince that ſhould affaulr, both hrtle vnes, and wo- 
mer; and co” take the” ſpoil of them for a prey, 
$5'he- changed the beart of Nebuchadnezzar, 
with reſpe& to rhe three Worthies, whom inthe 
heat of his fury be commanded co be calt intothe 
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fiery Furnace , heated ſeven times hotrer than 


afocetime ; yet afterwards þ1s heart 1s ſo turned 


towards thr, as that he greatly promores them 
in the Piovince of Babylen ; as you may read 
Dan. 3, Sorne Lord changed the heart of Pauly 
who ot a pecſecuting Saul, became a preaching 
Pal, G1,1, 23. bounding 1n love to Chrilt and 
his Men.bers, as he did betore in rage and cru- 
elty again(t them, | 
2, By reſtraining ſomerimes their envy and 
fury ; lo that though theic hearts continue as full 
of bitterneſs, malice and revenge, as tormezly , 
yer he bindeth up their hands, ſo as thar they can- 
not execute the miſchief they intend agailt his 
People. So Pſal. 96. 5. The ftout-hearted are 
{poiled, or diſarmed ; they have ſlept their fleep, 
and none of the men of might have found” theiy 
hands, All which expreflicns rend tothewthe 
refiraint that islaid upon them; and by whom, 
you may ſee, verf.'6. x At thy Rebuhe, O God of 
Jacob, bath the C hariots and the Horſes are caſt ms; 


we. 64 
to a dead fleep Hence thar, verſ. 10, Surely qe <> . 


wrath of men ſkall praiſe thee ; that is, as much of 
it as he ſuffers for ro break forth; for the remand» 
er of wrath wilt rhoureffrain, ' We have a ne» 
radle example of this in Labar, Gen, 31. who'K 
mot only rebuked by the Lotd inhis hor purſuir 
after Jacob, with a charge not tohure him, bur is 
over-ruled to tell Jacob how the God of his Fa- 
ther ſpake to him, as you may read, verſ. 29. 
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whatever be the fury and rage of the enemy, be 
Can ſay unto it, Th far ſhalt rhow go, and ne far= 
ther, as Job 38. 11. 

3. He maketh their enemics to be at peace 
with chem, ſomerimes by enclining them to uſe 
his People well, and to treat them peaceably, 
afcer that they have them in their power and un- 
der thetr band, Fer, 15.11. The Lord ſaid, Ve- 
vil y it ſhall be well with thy remnant : werily, [ 
will cauſe the entmy to treat thee well, tn time of 
evil, and in the time of affiitiiin, So we read, 
Pſal. 106. 46. He made them tobe pityed of all 
them that carryed them away captives. 

4+. Alwayes by over-ruling what they do a- 
g21nit chem, ſoas char it ſhall not hurt them, So 
iſa. 54+. 17. Ny weapn that 1s formed againſt 
thee fhall proſper, Bar of whom 1s this ſpoken ? tc 
follows there , This 1s the heritage of the Ser= 
wants of the Lord : It may proſper to put them to 
ſmart, bur not ro hurc them * As the Lord pro- 
miſed Paul, eAts 18. 10. I am with thee, and 
19 74% ſhall ſet on thee to hurt thee, So he promi- 
ſerh all his, io that /ſa. 41. 10. So that the read1- 
eſt way to eſcape the nnſchief char our enemies , 
defign againſt us, 15, ro wait on the Lord, and to 
krep b1s/way, whatever Carnal wiſdom thinks, or 
ſuggeſts ro the concrary - It is crue, this is the 
way'to be hared, and co have miny enemies, who . 
from their malice and rage, will deviſe and deGgn 
much miſchicf againtt us; but Rem, 8. 31, A 


- 


you wait on the Lord, and hep bis 11ay, you have 
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God be for 14, who ſhall be againſt us ? that is, it 
matters not who they are thatare againſt us, This 
then 1s the ſafe(i way ; hence Prov, 1. 31, Whos 
fo hearkeneth nnto me, (hail dwel! ſaſely, 
I know this ſeems a Vaiadox to the men of the 


World, and they think ſome other wayes to be 


tnore late, 

Firſt, Some think that ſinful compliance is a 
ſafer way ; but their errour will be manitelt to a- 
hy that duly conſider, 

1, That hereby they do more encourage the 
Wicked World againſt chem, whilſt chey parcly 
comply, but will nor run intothe ſame exceſs of 
tiot with them.So Lots compliance with the wick- 
ed Sodomntes in offering them his Dwghre-s, did 
bur encourage them the more again him, Ger, 
19. 9.eAnd they ſaid, Stand back which words 
may either refer unto Lor, and then they hold 
forth how thzy were enraged by his motion; or 
to one another, as contending who ſhould fall foul 
on him firſt : and this agreeth with the following 
words; And they ſaid again, This one fellow came in 
to ſojourn, and he will zeeds be a Judge : Now will 
we deal worſe with thee, than with them , and they 
preſſed ſore upon the man : ſo far were they fram 
being appealed by his ſinful compliance, as that 
they grew the more furious againſt him, 

2, Hereby you provoke the Lord to withilraw 
the Covert of his Prote&ion from you ; while 


tg 


OE” II tt. A. a 


We 


26 The Saints Duty 


—— 


the promiſe of his Protection, 2 (ron, 15, 2, 
bur if by finful compliance with the wicked, you 
forſake him, he will forſake you ; you forfeit his 
proretion: Had not Jehoſaphar's compliance with 
Ahab like to have coft bim h1s life ? 2 Chron, 18, 
and hear what the Propher ſayes to him, 2 Chroy, 
3 9.2» Sh:uldf thou help the #1goal y,and love then} 
that hate the Lord ? Fherefore 1s wrath come upon 
thee from the Lord : And through the wrath of the 
Lord that j5 upon men for their ſinful compliance, 
thoſe very evils are brought upon them ſome- 
ines, which they think to eſcape : As notable 1s 
that inſtance which Mr, Fox gives account of, or 
Richard Denton, m Queen Mary's day:s ; who 
by his finful compliance with the wicked World, 
in diſowning the truth of the Goſpel , thoughr 
to eſcape burning, and was afterwards bu:nt it) 
his own houſes according to that of our Savi- 
our, He that wil ſav his life ſhall loſe it, Mat, 
IG.25. 

Ss, Ochers think that eo avenge them- 
ſelves in paying the wicked in their own Coyn, 
doing miſchief untothem, is the ſafeſt way ; bur 
their errour Will bz manife(t from that of our Sa= 
viour,. Mat. 26.52. Put «p again thy Sword mto 
ws place; for all they that take the Sword,fhall periſh 


| by the Sword: This way in which they think to 


provide for their ſafery, is 1n the. judgement of 

eur Saviour, the ready way ro their ruine, 
Thirdly, Others think by Shuffling, Lying, & E- 
QuiyoCa» 
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quivocaring, to provide berrer tor their ſafety, 
then by keeping the Way of the Lord ; but howe= = 
yer, ſome pretent ſecurity ſometimes hath been 
obcained by ſuch wayes, yet inthe end they are 
molt pernicious and deltructive for ns : Prov, 
19.5. He that ſpeaketh Lyes, ſhall nt efcape : and 
verl.g. He that ſpeaketh Lyes ſhall periſh, And for 
{uch as comfort themielves, as they, Iſa. 28.25: 
We have made Lyes our refuge, and under Falſhood 
have we hid our ſelves ; Mind what the Lord faith 
tothem,verſ, 17, Judgement will I alſo lay to the 
Line, 4nd Righteonſneſs ro the Plummes ; and the 
hail ſhall ſweep away the refugeof Lyes ; and the 
waters ſhall overflow the hiding-place; axd your 
Covenant with Death ſhall be df}, anulled, and your 
Agreement with Hell ſhall nt ſtand ; when the 0- 
ver flowing ſcourge ſhall paſſe through, then ſhall you 
be trodden down by it ; and then where 1s your 
ſafety ? they think co ſecure them(eives from the 
wrath of man ; bur they mind not how to be ſe» 
cured from the wrath of God. | 
4ly,Ochers think by baſely deferting their plas - 
ces, to provide berrer for their ſafery,than by fols 
lowing the Lord,:nd keeping his Way,But the ha» 
zards David was in when hz rook this courſe, x 
Sams, 27.may convince th:ſe m2n oftheir miltake;; 
eſpecially if they conſider that he that leaves the 
place God hath ſer him in,our of baſe fear, 1s ſure 
co catry his fear with bim wher-e-ever he go, 1f not 
(in the place he promiſed himſelf greareſt _ 
ON rity 
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riryNo meer with the evil [ he feared ; As the 
Lord threatens them in that, Jer, 42. 17. Then 
it ſhall come to paſſe, that the Sword which ye fear- 
ed, (hall vvertake you there in the Land of Egypt ; 
and the Famine whereof you were affraid, Pall Fi 
low cloſe pfter you 1m Egypt, and there ye ſhall dye, 
Fifthly,Others think it a ſafer way rebelliouſly 
to ſtep our of their places, for the overturning 
the power of tho'e chat are in Authority over 
chem, becauſe they grant power to the wicked t0 
oppreis and miſchief them : But had Zimri Peace 
chat ſlew hits Maſter ? the experience of all Ages 
reſithes how 1ll they provide for their fafery, at 
the long-run, who take this courſe : Ler that in- 
ſtance ſuffice which we have in 2 Chron. 25, 3. 
Sothat whatever men may think, there 1s no ſuch 
way to eſcape the miſchief incended avainſt us by 
the ayer perm to wart on the Lord, keep his Way, 
+2. Icwill yer further appear co be che ſafeſt 
i » for that ic 15 the ready way to have good by 
all chetc rroubles,oy all rnat the wicked do agairft 
them: Wait & the Lord, and keep bis Way, then 
n9 matter though the wicked watch againſt you' 
todo you 2 milchief; for they ſhall not only prove 
abortive | in a!l tbe miſchievous defiens they are 
dig with, as Job 5. 12s b:1r accor diny ' ro h1s pro» 
miſe,all {hall Work togetner {or 2004, Row $,28, 
for he thac hath promiſed, is intinice in Power, 
Wiſdome, Goodneſs, and Faichfulnels, ro oyer- 
ruls all rhe devices and detigns of his and your 
Khzmics 
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Enemies, fo as to make thoſe things that are in 
their own nature againſt you, to work together 
for your good : As you know Whar Joſeph lays, in 
that Gen. 50.20, As for you,ye thought evil againſt 
me, but God meant it unto gocd, to bring to _—_ it 
1s this day, to ſave much people alrve, Thus doth 
God over-rule the malice and revenge of men 
for good to his people ; but they muſt rhen ware - 
on the Lord, and keep his JWay ; as you may ſee 
Pal. 81.8,8&c. For all the Paths of the Lord are 
Mercy and Truth unto ſuch as keep his Covenant 
and his Teſtimomes, When the wicked {mice and 
opprels the people of Cod, they are the Lords 
Rod, /ſa. 10. 5. wherewith he chattiſerh ts peo- 
ple : And that of che Apolile holds in this,as well 
as in other challiſements, Heb.t2.10. He for our 
profit, that ws mic ht be partakers of his holineſſe ; 
as alſo what follows inv.11, New 0 chaſtiſement 
for the preſent ſeemeth joyons, but grievous ; never- 
theleſs, afterward u neldeth the peaceable fruit of 
Righteonſneſs ro them which are exerciſed thereby, 
ſoas that they wait on (od in th2 Way of his Judg- 
ments, and keep the ay of his Commandments, 
Thus I have cleared ir co be the ſafe(t ay, 

3. This is che moſt honourable Way ; though ic 
were a ſafe way, yet if it be not an hqnourable way, 
ic 15nor the beſt Way. That proved a fafe way 
that David took, in 1 Sam, 27.1, 2, 3. butir 
was adithonourable way ; and however, under 
the power of teriptations he concludes u beſt , 

yer 
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yer afterward he finds, by woful experience, his | 


miſtake. It was a ſafe way that they adviſed Ne+ 
bemiah to, .in Nehem,6.10, but becauſe it was 
diſhonourable, he would not take it; verſ, 11, 
' Arid be ſaid, Should ſuch a ma» as I fly 2 and who 
rs there,beiug as | am, wauld | £0 into the Temple to 
ave his life? I will not goin: He would not (6 
diſhonour his place. . To run hazards in an ho- 
nourable way, hach alyays been mare eligible ro 
Spirteserhly noble, then ſneekingly to provide for 
ſafety in a bale diſhonourable way, Now the way 
that is before you, is the moſt honourable way, as 
will appzar intheſe following Particulars, 

Firft, *Tis the way of crue ; valour and Courage, 
When the wicked watcheth ro miſchieve you, 
when the witked; even your Enemies and Foes 
cone upon you to ear up your fleſh, as Pal, 27, 
2: then to wart on the. Lord, to ſtand your grounds 
to follow the Lord, to keep his way, This 1s an 
argument of a brave and gallant Spicir, Was it not 
a'pr roof of a hereick and brave Spiric in Palzwhen 
he ſays to thein, Aﬀts 21, 13. What mean you to 
weep, ard tobreah my heart ? for [am ready, not 
to be baund only, but to aye at Jeruſalem for tht 
mane of the Lord Feſta. When men are bold and 
daring in a wicked way, and will reſolutely keep 
bn; whatever difficulcies or oppoſition they meer 
- With, this is not rrue valour, but a mad hardin2fe; 
and deſperace flourneſs of ſpirir : But when'men 


are courggious and undaunteg in os 
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Way,maugre all oppoſition that Satan and wicked 
Men make againſt them, this 1s ctue valour and 


» [gallantry of Spirit, Such brave and heroick Spirits 


were they, mentioned, Heb, 11, 35,36, 37.Whb 
have this honourable Te(timionial of che-Lord, ver. 
38, of whom the World was not worthy ': Perſons, 
whereof every one was more worth than a workd, 
or too excellent to abide in the world, being wor- 
thy of betrerand greater honour than the. world 
could give them, 

2. Tis the way by which you ſhall moſt vito- 
riouſly rriumph over all your enemies : Wart on 
the Lord, and keep his Way, and you ſhall go on 
conquering and to conquer, over Sin, Satan, the 
Wo:ld, and Ancichritt, over all your enemies ; 
T hrough God you ſhall do valiantly, for het is' 
that ſhall tread down all your enemies, Plal, 108. 
13. For this 1s the wiltory that overcometh the 
world, ever your Fauh, 1 John 5, 4, Through 
Faich, whereby we wait on God, and keep his 
way, we ſhall overcome the world, that is, Satan 
and all his wicked crew, with all the inſtrumencs 


of miſchief rhey make uſe of againlt us. Hence 
hat, Rom, 8, 37. 11 all theſe things we are mare 
; han '4 onguerours, through him that loved HS. And 
his honour have all they, that wa't on the Lord, 

and keep his way, 
3. "Tis the way by which you ſhall bring moſt 
onour to God, to the Lord Jeſus Chritt the Cap« 
C talg 
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[Lord, Redfaſtly keepipg and walking on 1n bis 
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cain of your Salva;ion, That the People of God 
are imployed in ſervice whereby God is honour- 
ed, thar reflects honour upon them; and the more 
God is honoured, the more honour have they 
| thatſerve him. The Queen of Sheba counted 
Selowon's ſervants happy, who waited continually 
upen him, 1 Kizgs 10. 8. how much more ho- 
nourable is It to wait on the Lord, in that a great- 
er than Solomon is here? Now wait on the Lord, 
and keep his way ; herem you will greatly honour 
the Lord, As they that diſlert and forſake the 
| Lord and his wayes, when ic comes to any hard 
ſervice, do grealy diſhonour him ; as if there 
were not erough to be had to make amends for 
all rhieir hardibips chey endure ; So they that fol- 
low the Lord, ard keep his way, through (harp 
oppoſitions and (utferings, they grearly honour 
him in the world, To cleave to the Lord, and 
follow kim, when all che world are abour our ears 


—— — -  ———— 


for his fake ; to keep his Way, when that his way - 


15 every where ſpoken againſt ; to continue faith» 
ful inhis Service, when ncthing bur bonds and 
p-rfecuitons atrend vs fort ; this commends his 
S::vice, and renfteth much to the honour of his 
Nime and Wayes, 

4. Tis 1s the ready way to true Honeur ; AS 


the wiſe man hath 1tin that, Prov. 27, 18, He | 


that wa:teth on þ:s maſter, ſhall be honoured-: So 
wait en the Lord,and keep his Way,and you ſhall 
h. honoured, and that with true J{orourgeven that 

| bonour 
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honour fthat is of God. In that Joh» 5. 44, 
our Saviour diftinguiſtherh between char Honour 
that is of men, and that Honour tha: 1s of God; - 
and that is the true Honour that 1s of God :- For 
as thy ſay, Honor eft in honorante, non in honorata, 
in him that honoureth ; and then that is rrue and 
higheſt honour that is from the onely crue God, 
that high and onely One, Now this honour have 
all they thac waiting on the Lord, and keeping his 
Way, do honour him : 1 Sam. 2. 30. Him that 
hononreth me, I will hsnour : and (ayes our Saviours 
John 12. 26. If any man ſerve me, let him follow 
me ; and where | am, there ſhall my ſervant be : 
and what honour that i5,you may gather from that 
Col. 3. 4. And it further follows, If - avy man 
ſerve me, him will my Father hovour, Thus it 
appears tobe the me(t honourable way. 

5. Laſtly, This is the moſt comfortable way. 
It muit be granted, *ci3 a way that 1s attended 


| with ſufferings, tribularions and diftreſſer,2 Tim, 


3.12, and yet it is th: molt comfortable way, as 
will appear ; In thar, | 
F#, Itisthe ready way to have peace, inivard 


4 peace, th: b:ft peace in the md(t of all the 


trouble the world can bring upon you ; In that, 


[John t6. 33. Th: Lord Jeſus (aith co his Diſct- 


ples, that in the world they ſhould have trionlationy 
bat in him they ſhould have peace, And to wait 
vn the Lord, and keep his Way, is the ready way 
to attain rhis Peace, as appears. from ſa, 26. 3+ 
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Thou ſhalt keep him 1n perfelt peace whoſe mindis 


ſtayed on thee, becauſe he truſteth in thee, Thac| 


which 1s rendred perfett peace, 1s | Peace, Peace] 
in the Original, che reduplication, according to 
the Idiome of the Hebrew, denoting the excel- 
lency, perfection, abundance, and duration of 
Peace, But to whom 1s this promiſe made ? 
ſaich the Text, to him whoſe mind 15 ſtayed on the 
Lora, and trnſtcth in him ; and in verſ, 2, to the 
righteous Nation which keepeth the Truth : which, 
according to the point in hand, may be exprelt, to 
them that wait on the Lord, and keep his Way. So 
Ffal. 119. 165. Great Peace have they that love 
thy Law, and nothing ſhall off end them, 

2. Tisthe ready way to have the Holy Ghoſt, 
wo 1 (tiled che Comforter, to abide with us. 
What more comfortable way, than that wherein 
we may/be ſure to have the Cemtorter to be with 
us, toabide and continue with us ? Wait on the 
Lord, and keep his way, ſo ſhall the Comforter 
abide with you ſor ever. Exprefle isthat of our 
Lord rothis purpoſe, John 14, 15,16, If you 
love me, keep my Commanaements; aud I will pray 
the Father, and he ſhall gue you another Comfort- 
er, that he may abide with you for ever, So vetl, 
23. If any man love me, he will keep' my words, 
and my Father will love h11p, and we will come and 
make our ab:de with bis. So that this is the way 
to have Fa'!her, Son and Holy Ghoſt, ro come to 
us, aud abide with us, 
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3. The Comforts which are to be had 1n this 
way, are true, ſolid, ſubſtantial and abiding Com- 


| forts, ſuch as fill the ſoul with inward joy and 


mirth, under the ſoreſt outward trouble, ſoas that 
they can ſing inpriſon, and leap in the flames. 
Notable is that expreſſion of the Apoſtle, 2 Cor, 
3. 4. [ am filled with comfort, I am oxceedin 
Joyful in all our tribulations in following the Lord, 
He tells us in the next verſe, that his fleſh had n2 
reſt, that he was troubled 81 every ſide,and yet ex= 
ceeding joyful : yea, he tells us in another place, 
2 Cor, 1. 5. that as his affliftions did abound for 
Chriſt, fo his conſolations did abound by him, 

4. This is che way to arrive ſpeedily where 
the wicked thall trouble youno mate ; where 
there ſhall be no more ſorrow nor weeping, bur 
where you ſhall have perfect reſt and peace, ful- 
neſs of joy and comfort for evermare. That of the 
Lord Jeſus to his Diſciples, Luke 23, 28, 29. is 
plain for this, Ye are they which have continued 
with meinmy temptations , and I appoint you 4 
Kingdom, as my Father hath appointed unto me : 
with John 10. 27, 28. My Sheep hear my woyce, 
and [ know them, and they follow me, and I give 


«| unto them eternal life, and they ſhall never periſt, 


neither ſhall, a:y man pluck them out of my hand, 

As Caleb and Joſhua waired on the Lord and kept 

his way, following him fully, and ſ6 entred Cana- 

an, and had a peaceable and comfortable poſleſſi- 

vn there, Joſh, 14.14. ſo they that wait on the 
| C 3 Lord 
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Lord and kzep his Wzy, ſhall have abundant en- 
trance into that heavenly Canaan, 2 Pet, 1.11, 
where there 1s fulneſs ot joy, and plealures for 
evermore, Pſal. 16,11. And thus it appears 
ro be the' moſt comfortable way. To conclude : 
_ this we ſay, All is well that ends well, Now, Pſal. 
37. 37» CMarkthe perfeft man, and behold the 
upright ; for the end of that man 1s peace, 
© ]husthen we have cleared, That however it go 
withihe People of God here in this world, more 
eſpzcially when the wicked watch them to doz 
them a miſchief, 'tis their beſt way to wait on the 
Lord,and keep bis way;for that it 1s the honelte't, 
the wiſeſt,the ſafeſt, and the moſt honourable and 
moſt comfortable way. And though 1 doubr not 
but enough hath been ſpoken to perſwade and 
prevall with thoſe tha: have an unde-ſtinding to 
diſcerr, and a heart to perceive what hath been 
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ſet beforethem: Yer I queſtion nor, but carnal} 


reaſon hath many things to objeR, and ſuch as may 
| preval with carnal hearts to disbelieve all thar 
hath been ſpoken, ſo far ar leaſt asto prefer the 
wayes of carnal wiſdom, before this Way of tte 
Lo:d : But I reſt ſatisfied with that anſwer of 
- our Saviour, MMatth. 13.11. It is gives to you to 
know the Myſteries of the Kingdim of Heaven, but 
wito them it 1s not given, 
Thus you have the DoQtrinal part of the point : 
I progeed to the Application + and we (hall make 
ule of this, 


1, To 
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1. Toadmoniſh and forewarn all the followers 
of Chrift, that have own'd, engag*d, and walk'd in 
the way of ths Lord,co rake heed char they be nor 
{tumbled ,noved,and turned our of the way of the 
Lord. The Apoſtle in Heb, 12. 13. adviſerh 
them to make fraight paths for rhery feet, left that 
which 1s lame ſhould be tarned out of the way, but let 
it rather be healed. | 

There 1s ſome' Iimeneſs remaining, wich the 
Beſt ; with ſome more, with ſome leſs ; but with 
all ſome : Ir lies therefore in all co take heed leſt 
they bz turned our of the way : Hence that of the 
Apoſtle, 1 Cor, 1o. 12, Let him that thinketh he 
ſtandeth, take heed leſt be fall ; and let hint} that 
thinkerh he ts ſabliſhed and ſerled in the way of 
the Lordztake heed leſt he be offended and tutn- 
ed out of che way : O chara holy Jealouſie in this 


P——— 


| thing may poſleſle and fill all your hearts, 


Mo-e particularly, I would forewarn you to 
take heed, leſt you bs offended, through ſome 
things, an by ſome perſons, in this day of temp- 
ration, 

1- Tak? heed left you be offended ar the 
Crotle : Our Saviour in the Parable of the Sower, 
Mat, 13. tells us of ſome, who though they hear 
and receive the Word for a ſeaſon with joy, yet 
when Tribulation or Perſecution ariſerh {2 the 
Word, by and by they are off:nded, How is this 
fulfilled in our dayes! how many are there, who 
while the Way of che Lord was the Way to prefer+ 
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went, did profeſle and walk in it ; who now that 
1 is oppoſed and every-where ſpoken againlt, do 
decline and forſake ir? Be you admonithed to 
take heed, left the ſtumbling-block of others ſut- 
feings, eſpecially of fairhſull Miniſters, do turn 
'ou our of the way : The Apoſtle labourerh much 
10 removing this {tumbling-block, as you may ſee, 
2 Cor. 1, Phil, 1, 1Thefſ. 3. 3. 1herefore [ 
do the more earneſtly forewarn you of this ; and 
rake heed leſt what ſufferings come on you ſor the 
Goipel ſake, do turn you out of the way : youare | 
no Diſciples for Chriſt, unlefle you take up your 
Croſle and follow him, Luke 14, 27. 

2. Take heed Jeſt you be offended by the falls 
and Apoſtacies of hypocricical profeſiors : This 
1sthart Saran and his inſtruments will lay before 
you £Oturn you cur of the way of the Lord ; our 
Saviour doth therefore forewarn of this, Mat.24. 
ſo likewiſe his Apolil:s, 1 Tim,4.1, 2 Pct, 2, 
1,2. and 1 Jobs 2, 19. 

3. Take heed thar you be not ſtumbled by the 
{corn, contempr, and reproach thar 1s calt onthe 
way of the'Lord, and thoſe that walk init, Thi; 1s 
that Satan and his inſtruments will Jay belore you; 
That the way of the Lord and his followers are 
every where under reproach and contempt : for 
a3 they ſaid to Paxl, ſo hath the falſe Church ſaid 
rothoſe that teach che way of the Lord truly, Ats 
28, 22, For as concerning this Seft we hnow that- 
every where 1t 15 ſpcken. againſt ; the Original 18, 
FR Fertſe ; 


In time of Danger. 
Hereſie : the way of the Lord is commonly chus 
brandedin the world ; and they that walk inic are 
counted a ccinpany of Settaries and Hereticks, Bur 
this ſhould {tumble us no more than it did Pax!, 
who there (ver.23.) boldly reacheth this way, 
and ( 42.24.14.) freely profeſleth ir. Brit this 7 
confeſs to thee , that after the way which they 
call Hereſie , ſo worſhip I the God of my Fae 


thers. 


4. Take heed you be not offended at the pro- 


| ſpericy of tte wicked, eſpecially when he bring- 


eth wicked devices to pals : This was that had 
almoſt rurn'd the Pſalmilt our of the way,Pſal.7 3, 
2, 3. As for memy feet were almoſt gore, my ſteps 
bad well-nigh ſlipt ; for 1 was envious at the fooliſh, 
when [ ſaw the proſperity of the wicked. To ſee thoſe 
char deſpiſe, hate,and perſecute the V Vay of the 
Lord, and thoſe that walk in 1t, to proſper and 
flourith ;while thoſe that love 1t,own ir, and walk 
in it, are in an aſflicted and ſuffering conditian ; 
this not only overturns formal Profetlors,bur ma- 
ny a time puts ſincere Believers to a ſtand, Hence 
that advice in Pſal. 37.7. Fret not thy (elf becauſe 
of him who proſpereth,becauſe of the man who bring- 
eth wicked devices to paſs : And as ver. 8,Fret rot 
thy felf in any wiſe to do evil, 

2. Takeheed of ſuch perſons, as by whom, it 
you be not the more watchful, you may be ſo otfen- 
ded, as to be turped our ofthe way, More par- 


ticula:ly, 1: 
| I. Take © 
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I. Take heed of your ſelves, This. 1s s that. c our 
Saviour cails for, in that, Mat, 16.24. If ary 
man will come after me, let him deny himſelf, Our 
greateit danger 15 from our elves, while we have 
wichin a deceiver and a craytop,who 15 {i:]] conſpt- 
ring to t117n us out of the way, Take heed there+ 
tore of your own ſelves, coniult nor with fleſh and 
blood, Gal, 1.16, | 

2h. Ls of Satan, This is thit which hy 
Apolile {vggelis, 2 Cor. 3, { fear by any means 
leaſt as the. Serpent begmiled Eve through his ſubul- 
t), ſo your mmds ſheuld be corrupted from the ſims- 
plicut y that i is tn Chriſt, And our of tae like fear 
concerning you, I beicech you beware of Satan 
wm the racher 7, for thatygas the Apottl2 ſaith, ver, 
Satan ts transformed i into an eAngel of light. 


* Beware of falſe Teachers, This 1 i the advice | 


of-our Saviour, in Math. 7.15, Beware of faiſe 
Prophets, which come unt1 you tn (heeps cloathing, 
&c. And though I cannot ay, [ knw, with the 
Apoftle1n A-t. 20. 29. yer | am greuly afraid, 


Se that after my departing ſha/l mak. Wolves enter 


11 A997 g y211, r0t ſparing the Flack ; and that «of 
your own ſeives ſhail mea ariſe, [| peak'rg perverſe 
th: ge, to draw away D:ſciples after chens. 

4. Beware of woridiy Friends, uch as will court- 


ſel you roſpare your ſelves Cuch as favour not the 
things of God, but thoſe that be of men- This our / 
 Savtour calls for 1n'that of Luke-14; 26, Aniwer ' 
K hem as Chiiſt anivered Peter, Mat, 16, 2292 3. 
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The proper uſe of this Point, with reſpect ro 
the peopl2 of God, is, To extiort and perſwade- 
them, to wait #7 the Lord, and kcen bis way, hows 
ever it be, Whcever they are thar watch an. plot 
avain't ikemg however they may p.oiper in doings 
in2 wicked d:vices toyP2ſs ; how-ver, they mzy 
prevall in oppreliing the poor 5atnrs, yer this 15 
the exhorcation that I have received f:om the 
Lord for you, Watt on the Lord, and heep bis Way, 
There are rwo branches of the Exhoccartin, I thall 
ſpeak ro beth of them dillinttly, 

And becauſe the latter of chem-is che main,and 
the former a help cherero inbad-rimes ; 1 thall 
invert the order of the Texc,and ſf-cak to whar is 
here, the latter in the firlt place, and to the other 
as time will gives leave, 

1, However it go, Saints, though che wicked 
watch to do you a miſc hif,yer keep you the Way 
of the Lord, diligently obſerving the way of his 
Commandments, thz way of your duty to walk 
therein, PForaſmuch as it hath been the defign 
of my preaching all-alorg, ro expound the Way 


of God to you, and tointtru& you in the Way of 
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the Lord ; And I an now dire&ing my Speech. 


to the Saints of God, who know, own, and profeſs 
the Way of the Lord, I. ſhall nor ſpend mwch' 
rime ( while lhave ſolicule left) in recounting 
ro you whac [ have tatzght you concerning the way 
of the Lo-d, only in genzral, that Way of Truth 
and Righreouſneſs, the Way of Faith and Holi- 
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neſs which I have taught you from the V Vord, is 
intended, You know the way of Goſpel-DoGtiin, 
Goſpel-Fellowihip, Goſpel-V Vorſhip, Golpel- 
Diſcipline, and Goſpel-Converſation , which I 
have preached, and you have received. And here 
Beloved,1 call God to witneſr, in whoſe Name I 
have preached to you, that I have preached the 
VVay of the Lord (incerely and faithfully, az 
have received of the Lord by the teaching of his 
Spirit through the V Vord ; I therefore beſeech 
and entreat you, our of chat hearty love l bear to 
you, and that aft-Rionate care I have for you,that 
as you tender the Glory of God, your own Peace 
ere, ind eternal Happineſs hereafrer,and che ſpt- 

ritual and eternal Good of others, that you will 
remember how you have heard, and received,and 
keep the V Vay of the Lord.- 

In the proſecuting of this, I ſhall ſpeak to theſe 
two things. | 

Firſt, Open this dury in a few particulars, 

Secondly, Give you ſome DireCtions to help 
you herein, 

For the firſt of theſe,take it in theſe particulars, 

4, Bz exhorred ro keep the V Vay of the Lord 
In your memories : So Rev, 3. 3. Remember there- 


fore how thou haſt recerved, and heard,and hold faſt . 


Iam ſpeaking to thoſe thar have received the 
knowledge of the V Vay of the Lord, that they. 
retain what they have learned,and that they main+- 


S tain an actual rementb;ance of it : and the rather 
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take heed to this, every one ot. you, with the 
oreater diligence, for that you are like to be de» 
prived of the help of your Remembrancets, viz, 
the faithful Miniſters of Chriſt, 1 Tims, 4.6, you - 
have had their help a long while, 1n putting you, 
from Sabbath ro Sabbath,in remembrance;bur this 
1s raking from you ;as the Apolile 1n another caſe, 
Heb. 2. 1.T herefore ye ought to grue the more ear« 
neſt heed to the things ye have heard , leaſt at any 
time ye ſhould let them ſlip, 

2, Keep the V Vay of the Lord in your Judg- 
ments and Conſciences : 1 am. ſpeaking to thole 
whoſe Judgments are enlightned, and Conſcien- 
ces renewed,to approve of theV.Vay of ihe Lord: 
As therefore the Apolile ſaid unto them, 2 Per. 
3.17. Yetherefore, Beloved, feeing ye know theſs 
things before, beware, leaſt ye alſo be led away with 
the erronr of the wicksd,and fall from your own ſted- 
faſtneſs. So fay I, ſeeing ye know the V'Vay of 
the Lord, and approve of ir, beware, leſt being 
led away with the errour of the wicked, and your 
own Judgments being thereby corrupred, and 
your Coniciences defiled , you fall from yuur own 
ftedfaſinefle ; And 1 the rather preſs this,for thac 
as the Apoſtle hath it, 2 Cor.1 1.2. / fear leſt by 
any means,as the ad wy begmiled Eve through bis 
ſabrilty, ſo your minds ſhould be corrupted from the 
ſimplicity that 15 1n C hriſt. * 

. Keep the VVay of the Lord in your Pro» 
feſtion: 1am ſpeaking unts thoſe, who, as Roms,” 
10. fo. 
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10.10, with the heart, believe moto r19 ht couſneſs ; 
ahd witch the month, make confeſſton onto ſalvation: 
And you have the Exherration inche words of the 
Apolile, Heb, 10.23, Let us hold faſt the profeſs 
ſton of the Faith, without wavermg : Be not atha- 
med gf your Profeſſion ; as our Saviour ſpeaks, 
Mark 8.38. Whoſoever therefore ſhall be aſhamed 

of megand of my Words, in this adulterous and ſinful 
Generation, of him alſ» ſhall the Son of man be aſha- 
med, when he cometh in the Glory of his Father, 
with his holy Angels ; with Mar. 10. 32, 33. 

Wheſnever therefore ſhall confeſs me before men, hins 
will { confeſs alſo before my Father which is iu, 
Heaven : Put whiſoever (tall dezy me before men, 
him wiil ['a'ſo deny before my Father which 1s 19 
Heaver, - 

4. Keep the VVay ef the Lord in your hearts 
and afettions, loving,rejoycing, and delightirg in 
the V Vay of the Lord : The keeping of it in your 
Memories, Judgmenrs an1 Profeifion,will be bur 
In vain,unlzis you keep ir in your hearts, Lay up 
and hide the VVord of God in your hearts ; lec 
the defire an delighe ef your Soul be in the 

V'Vay of the Lord , with the Pfal,119g.111.Thby 

Teſtimonies have | taken fur mine heritane far tver; 
for they are the rejoycing of my heart - 'Tis che 
” Charatter of the Godly man, Pſal, 1. 14.2. He 
#elighterh in the Law of the T.rrd ; aid in bis Law: 
* * Woth be meditate day and nght, VE 
P 5.Keep the Way of the Lo:d in your ver m1 
we ha . Canvers 
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converſations ; walking therein conſcientioully ; ; 
obſerving the Commandments of God to do ac= 
cordingly : I am (peaking to thoſe who have cho» 
ſen the way of the Lord to walk in and they 
may read what rhe. Lord faich in thar, Der, 5 $3.3. 
You (hall obſerve to do as the Lord your Gd hath 
commanded yon: Ten ſhall not turn aſide to the right 
hand, or to the left : you ſhall walk mall the 
Wayes that the Lord your God hath commanded 
 : Ard to as many 4s wa'k according tothis 
- #5 id ſhall be upon them, and upon the Iſrael 
of Gu 
Having thus opened this Duty, rake theſe 
few Directions among the many that might be 
Oe 
. Lerthe Spirit of Chriſt be your guide and 
hciple, I am {peaking unto ſuch as have the 
Spiric of Chriſt + Now it you conſult that, Ezck, 
36.27. you thall find that the Lord promiſech ais | 
People, char be will pur his Spiric within them 45%? 


and to what purpoſe ? 214,both to encline,enable,/.. 8 


and guide them co walk in his Statutes, nd co ob= 
ſerve his Commandments ro do them, There 1s 
- no entring into the V Vay ofthe Lord, but bythe 
Spirit, Joh. 2. 3-we all naturally being gone alirayy 
wander from the way of the Lord, and "is the 
Spicic only that c21,and doth red uce men into this 
way ; and the be(t being buc lame, and having nog." 


only a principl: of halting in, but declining trony: © £ 


I, there is no walking in, this V.Vay, but by OE, 
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ailiſtance and guidance of the Spirir. Ler there- 
fore the Spirit of God be your guide ; ic is pro- 
miſed, thac he ſhall /zad you into all Truth, John 
16. 13, Letthe Spiric be your principle : walk 
im the Spirit, Gal, 5.16. then you ſhall not fulfil the 
lfts of the fleſh ; but ſhall keep the Way of the 
Lord, 

2. Make the Word of God your Rule.1 have 
heretofore, from that John 6.39, and 1 Tim. 3. 
15, and ſeveral other places, cleared to you, 
rhac it 15given of God for this end, to be the 
Rule bo:h for Faith and Prattice, Keep there- 
fore unto this, and by no means depart from this, 
if you would keepthe V Vay of the Lord, Here 
you have the Lord revealing his Way, and char 
"oCleatly and plainly, fo that the moſt fimple, that 
apply themſzlves to tt, may underſtand it : the 
Scriptures are a perfect and a conſtant Rule : 
Therefore, as inthat /ſa. $. 20, To the Law and 
m the Teſtimony ; if they ſpeak,not according to 
this Word, "tis becauſe there is no Light in them, 
There are ſome inar make the Lrghe within,thetr 
Rule, 201 that ts oworrion ro the VVord : bur 
rhe Lighe in |uch 1s Darkneſs ; for if they ſperk 
noracc2rding to thts V Vord (it ac bz bu: diverſe 
from, though no- directly opvoſice unto 1) then 
chere 13noligar In them, Indeed the Light withe 
#n,that is, Conſcience eniightned, is 2 Rule ; bur 
icis Regula Regu/ata, a Ruled Rule; There 18 
Regula Regrlans, and Regia Regslata, A Ruling 
Rule, 
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Rule, and a Ruled Rule : The. former is a Rule 
roche latter, by which ic is to be cryed and ap- 
proved : The Word of God is a'ruling Rule > 
and Conſcience is a ruled Rule, which 1s to. be- 
obeyed,as far as it ſpeaks according to theWard, 
and no further. - If cherefore you would keep the 
: Way of the Lord , do not deſpiſe Conſcievce;. 
do not neglect che Light within ; but make1r not 
thy Rule : make the VVord of God thy Rot: ; 
admic nor of any thing that is belonging to the 
VVay of the Lord, that 1s not grounded upon, ot 
not warranted by his Word. 1f you would keep 
the Way, of the Lordghold faſt to what is written; * 
liick ro the Word, - 
That ſaying of «Auſtin is famous ; | 
Sive de Chriſto, ſrue de Eccleſia, ſrve de quacun= 

gue alia re non dico ſinos ſed i Angelus de celove- 
bis annunciaverit praterquam. quod in Scyipturis 
nceipiſtes, Anathema ſit : Not to ſay, If wes but if 
an Angel from Heaven ſhall preach any thing of 
Chrilt,or of che. Church,or of any other thing be- 
fides what ye. have received in the Scriptures, 
let him bs atcurſed : Like to that, Gal. 3, 8, 9, 
The Word is the heavenly compaſs whereby we 
may be direRed to fteer aur courſe aright ro the 
Haven of happineſs. : Keep you to the Word, 
while one ſays; this is the Way, and another that ; 
Try all chingsby che Rule of che Word,and make 
that your Rule ro walk by. Hence, when Paul was 
taking his leaye of the Church at Epheſ#s, in that 

Iv D * Ati 


A. \f ow 
oy - e l - Ss - 
"4.0 
a 4 


"The Saints Duty 
Atl; 20, In his Fartwel-Sermon, that after his 
departure, they might keep the Way of the Lord - 
you may*'read , what he commends to them, 
verſ, 32. e And now Brethren, I commend you to 


God, and the word of his Grace , which 13 able to | 


build you up, and give you an Inheritance among 


thoſe that areſanthfied ': He recommends the | 


Word of God to them. So, Beloyed, now char 
Tmay no more ſpeak to you from this place, for 


the teaching of you the r1ght and the good Way, 


I recommend” ts you the Word of the Lord ; 
. which will be a Light to your feer,and a Lanthorn 
co your Paths, to guide you in the Way of the 
Lord, till you attain the.end of your Faith, the 
Salvationof your Souls, Whar knowledge I have 


of the Way of the Lord, what 1 have raughr you | 


of the VVay of the Lord, I have been tavghr by 
the Spiric of the Lord, through the V Vord :*and 
though you want the great help of a plain, power- 


ful, and fairhful Minittry, for the future, yer ler | 
not thoſe that are ſincere, in- defiring to walk in | 
the V Vay of the Lord, be diſcouraged by thoſe 


who would make them believe, -that the VVord 


is ard ro be underftood : for thar, as it 18 more . 


from malienity in us, than difficulcy in the Scrip- 


- ures, thac the moſt donot underſtand them ; {o | 


they are eaſie to be underſtood by rhem that fin- 
cerely endeavour: it being nor only moſt plain 
and clear in reaching the Way of the Lord, bur 


allo appointed toenliyh:en the eyes, and make 
"ebb Wie 
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wiſe the ſimple, Pſa/. 1g. 7,8. Yea,the encranc 

of it giverh Light : it giveth underltanding to the 
limple, Pſal. 119g. 130. And how weak and fim- 
ple ſoever any of the Saints may be in worldly 
matrers,and in the V Vorlds accountyyet of them 
all is that ſpoken, 1 Fohn 2. 27, Bur the Anomt= 
ing which ye have recerved of Him, abideth in you, 
and ye need not that any man teach you, but as the 
ſame anointing teacheth you of all rhings, and is 
irath, and is no lye; and even as t hath taught 
Jon, ye ſhall abide 1n Him, Though they cortupt 
and pervert this Text, that make uſe of ic ro the 
difanulling of all Miniſte:ial teaching z for if Joh# 
had meant ſo, to what purpoſe did he write this 


' Fpilile'? yer when God depriverh us of this belp,' 
_ this Scripture affords ſupport and comfort rothe' 
- Saincs, thar by the Spirit in them, they thall be 


enabled' rounderſtand what he teacbeth in'the 
Word,ſo 2s to abide in the Lord and in his Way, 


. as they have been caught. 


Having then the Spiric for your principle and 
ghide,ler the VVord be your Rule,and you ſhall 
keep the VVay of the Lord ; according to that 
promiſe, 1ſa. 35. 8. The wayfaring-men, though 
fools, ſhall not err therein, 

3. Letthe example of Chriſt be your pattern, 
thac you may keep the Way of the Lotd ; ſer this 
copy alwayes before you, He alwayes kepr the 
Way of the Lord :as he came down from Heaven 
to do the VVill ok his Father,” John 6. 38, lo he 
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6id alwayes thoſe things that did pleale him, Johs 
$. 29. He never departed in the lealt from-the 
VVay of the Lord : He kzew no fin, nenher was 
gnile found in his mouth, If then you would keep 
the V,Vay.of the Lord, leatnot lum, follow hun, 
walk even as he walked : Indeed. in the things 
thar are proper 0 Chriſt, SGod, or as Media- 
rory therein he is not to be imicated by us ; but in 
the chings that he did, or lufteredas man, he left 
us an example or pattern, that we ſhould follow 
his ſteps, 2 Pet, 2.' 21, Hence that exhortation 
of his, Mat, Fl. 29. Learn of me, for I am mech 
ard lowly in heart, That then you way be direed 
as well as encouraged to keep-the V Vay of the 
Lord ; lock to Jeius, and walk as you have him 
for an, example, Indeed the Apoſile exhorts to. 
walk, as you have Lim for an example, Phil,3.17. 
Bur knowing that he could vive them but an im- 
perfect copy he exhorts in that, 1 Cor, 11. 1. " 
ye followers of me, even 45 1 alſo am of Chriſt : 

may be of 200d uletous, to mind the 6s 
of the Apeliles and faithful Miniſters of the Go- 
ſpel, that have walkt on in the V Vay of the Lord 
hbe:6:e u*$Bu foraſmuch as there 1s none of them, 
even Peter CET but wenc awry more or leſs; 
Therefore make the example of Ch:11t your pat- 
rern. ao Me will nor permit to proſecute this at 
_hargc:l thalkanly offer ſome few particulars from | 
the. ehanple of Chiiſt ro you,ſuch as may de molt 
jeaſorable 19 ſutther you in keeping che VVay of 
the Lord, e. If 
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1, It was the work and bufineſs of the'Lo'd 
Jeſus Chritt ro do the V Vill of his Father, ro ds 
what pleaſed him, As he came down from'Hea- 
ven to d9 his Fathers V Vill, as you before heard 
from John 6. 68. ſo he made it his work and bu- 
ſineſs. To this pnirpoſ2.is thar, Luke 2, 49. How 
151t that ye ſought mgg wiſt ye not that 1 muſt be 
about my Fatbers buſineſs ? with that John 4. 34. 
Teſus ſaith unto them, c My meat -15 to do the W1ll 

of him that ſent me, and to fimſh his work, If then 
you will keep the V Vay of the Lo:d herein,be ye 
followers of Chrilt ; let ic be your work and butt- 
neſs to do the V Vul of the Lord, and co walk in 
all w2ll-pleafing before him : Let che Exhortati- 
on be in the words of rhe Apoſtle, 1 The. 4. r. 
Furthermore, then we be(eech you Brethren,and ex- 
hert you, That as you have received of us how you 
ought to walk and to pleaſe God, ſo ye mould abound 
more and more, 

2, Ir was the practice of the Lord Jeſus Chriit, 
to look onall the ſufferings rhat came upon him, 
as coming from the hand of his Father in accom= 
pliihmenr of tis Word, and therefore quietly ro 
ſubmic ro thew, To this purpoſe is ir that he eclls 
Pilate in John 19.1 1, Thos could have 19 pruer 
at all anamſt me, except it were oiven thee from 
, above ; Helooks beyond Pilate ro him thar was 
| above. So Fohn 18. 11. The Cup which my Father 
hath given me, ſhall [ not drith it ? He overlooks 
W2 1nftrumen:s, and looks on his ſiffe:ings, as a 
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Cup pur into his hand by his Father : And as he 
obſerved the hand of his Fathec in the ſuſfecings 
that came upon him, ſo he takes notice that they 
are in accompliſhment of Scripture, Mat. 26. 5 3, 
54+ Thuxkeſt thou that I could not now pray tomy 
Father ; and he ſhall preſently grue me more than 
twelve legions of Angels ? but how then ſhall the 
Scriptures be fulfilled, that thus it muſt be ? and 
he takes notice that che Scriprure had foretold 
that thws it muſt be, and that he wuſt ſuffer, and 
enter ito glory, as he clears ic in that of Luke 24. 
25, 26, 1herefore though he prayed, if it be poſe 
fibk, as Mathew hath it ; and pf thou be willing,let 
this. Cup paſs from me, as Luke kath it ; yet he 
quietly ſubmirs to his Fathers V Vill, with a, Net 
my will, but thing beaone, And as Mat. 26. 42. 
If this cup may not paſs away, except I driuk it, tet 
thy will be dong, Thus you ſee how by looking to 
the Fathers hand, he willingly ſubmics to what 
ſufferings came upon him. That you may keep 
the Way ofthe Lord inthe midſt of all the fuff=r- 
ings you are like to meet with, herein following 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt,eying the hand of your gra» 
cious Father 1n all the ſufferings that come upon 
you, of what nature ſoever, and by whoim(oever 
inflicted ; and whatever may be the ends of thoſe 
by whom you ſuffer, yet that they are all ordered 
by him in accompliihmenr of his VVord, Do ye 
not b<lieve this ? I know that ye do believe ir by 
Falih ; therefore improve it ſo; the quieting of 
your 
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your hearts in all your jufferings. This is that rhe 
Apoſtte preſſeth the Saints unto in the 1 2th of 
che Hebrews,where he taketh for granted,thar all 

: kind of ſufferings, (more eſpecial}y ſuch as come 
upon us by the contradiction of finners ) are' fa- 
therly corre&ions from the Lord, and (& in ac- 
compluhment of the V Vord of God , according 
unto that, Pſal, 8g. zo, 31. and cherefore hum= 
bly to be ſubmitred ro : to Heb, 12. 9,10, Far- 
thermore, we have had fathers of onr fleſh which 
corretted 14,and we pave them reverence - ſhall we 
not much rather be in ſubjeftion to the Father of [p.- 
rits, and tree ? for they verily for a few dayes chas 
ſtened us after their own pleaſure, but he for our pro- 
fit,that we may be partakers of his Holineſs .Secing 
therefore wanatſozver befalls you in the Way of 
the Lord, is by your Father's ordering in accom- 
pliſhment of his VVord for your profir, that ye 
may be partakers of his Holineſs ; (ubmic your 
ſelves to him, eye your Fathers hand and end,and 
be quier, 

3. It was the practice of Jeſus Chriſt in his 
are of humiliation,to give unto Civil Magtfrares 
and Rulers what was their due,yea to forgo ſyme= 
what of his Civil Right rather chan to offend 
them:For giving un'o Civil Magiſtrates their due, 
norable is that of at. 22,21, Render therefore 
unto Ceſar the things that are Caeſars, and unto God 
the things that are God's, And as he taughr them, 
ſo he praQtiſed himſelf ; for he was not of thoſe 
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who ſay and do nor, bur his praftice was alwayes | 
conformable to his Doctrine : V Vhen therefore 
they that received Tribute-money at Capernaum, 
| Fas and demanded of him;he will cather recede | 
rom his Civil Liberty than offend them, Mat .17. 
25,26, 27, Now goyeand do likewiſe. It ye 
will keep the V Vay of the Lord, give unto C'aſar 
the things that are Ceſars, be ſubje& unto che 
Kang and all that are in Authority : Let che ex- 
horracton be that, 1 Pet,2,1 3. Submit your ſelves 
to. every Ordinance of man for the Lords ſake, 
V'Vhac 1s here meant by Ordinance of man, is 
glear from what follows, whether to the King as 
ſupream , or unto Governors,c3c, Be ye theretore 
{ubject, Saints, not,only for wrath, but for Con- 
ſcience ſake,forthe Lord's ſake ; and as Rem.13, 
7+ Render to every one thay due ; Tribute to whom 
1ribate, Cuſtons te whom Cuſtoms i due, ec, Such *|* 
ſubje&ion to Magiltrates as thwarteth not our 0s 
bedience unto.God, lies within the Way of the 
Lord: Yeeld therefore 2&ive obedience unto the 
King, as far as Conſcience towards God will give 
leave : Fear God and honour the King, 1Per. 3.17. . 
Cive all chat honour to the King that 1s confiſtent 
with the true Fear of God, Let nothing but Eon- . 
ſctence towards God hinder you at any time from 
_ yeeldivg active obedience to all the King's 
Laws, 
_- And here Beloved, I ſhall take occaſion to 
open my heart fincerely co you, You know. what 
1s 
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is required of me if 1 will continue a publick 
Minitter in this Kingdom: 1 hope no ſober perſons 
can think me ſuch a humerous perverſe Phanatick 
45 to throw away my Maintenance, much lefle my 
Miniſterial Capacity (which is much more deat 
to me than Livelihood , yea than Lite) oiit of a 
proud humor and vain-glorious fancy, In briet 
therefore, as I ſhall anſwer it before the grear 
God the ſearcher of all hearts, and the righteous 
Judge, did not Conſcience towards God forbid 
me, I would willingly and readily do all thatthe 
A& requires. Bur ſeeing 1 cannot declare an un- 
feigned Aſlent and Conlent,as the Law requires : 
As from the fear of my Cod I dare not ; {o from 
the love you generally have to me, I know you 
would not have me diflemble with God and men, 
I do therefore humbly chooſe to ſubmic to the 
Penalty, rather than by a hypocritical conformity 
(for ſuch it mult be 1n me, if any) to dithonour 
my God, wound my own Conſcience, and diflem- 
ble wich men ; knowing afluredly that my God 
hathno need of my fin ; And if he have any work 
for me in the publick Miniſtry, he will encline 
che King's heart to grant Liberty and Encourage- 
ment therein to me,with the reſt of thoſe who de- 
fice to be faithful in preaching of the Goſpel ; 
which that the Lord will grant, I promiſe myſelf 
the help of all your przyers , who have. been (a- 
voured with any ſpiritual blefſings through my 
Miniltry. 5 EINE 
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4. lc was the practice of Jeſus Chriſt to be 1o 
far trom tmaking reſiſtance by the ſword to kee; 
himſelf from ſuffering, that he refuſed ſuch help 
as was offered him that way : So Mat, 26, 52, 
- Then ſaid Jeſus unto him, Put up again thy ſword 
nto bis place ; for all they that take the ſword, ſhall 
periſh by the ſword, mxVUTic Of N: Boy Tis; tis nNOC all 
that uſe, but all that rake the (word without a law- 
ful call, So Joh» 18. 11. Pat up thy ſword mmto 
thy ſheath : the Cup which my Father will have me 
to drink, ſhall I xot driah it ? Tf you would keep 
the Way of thz Lord herein, follow Chrilt ſo, as 
n2t toreliſt thoſe that are in Authoriry, however 
unjulily you may ſurfer from them : for, 1 Per, 
2.19, This 1s thaik-worthy, if a man for Corſci- 
ence-ſake toward God endure grief, ſuffering wrong- 
fully. 

5. It was tne practice of Jeſus Chriſt to be ſo 
far from avenyging tamſelf, as to render good for 
evil, to forgive his enzmizs, to ſezk their godd 
and welfare, Soin Luke 23. 34. Then ſaid Je- 
ſus, Father, forgive them, for they k now not what 
they do, 


""P 


Thus follow Chriſt, 1ccordins to that he reach- 


eth in Mat. 5. 34, Love jour encraits ; Bleſſe 
thera that curſe you ;, do good to them that hate you; 
and pray for them which deſpitefully uſe you , and 
perſecute yyw, And whar the Apoſile exhorteth in 
Rom, 12. 19, 20. Dearly belaves, avenne not your 
ſelves, bat rathcr give place unto wreth : for it ts 

written, 
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if he thirſt, grve him drink, , Cr. 

6. The Lord Jzſus Ch.iit bad great compaſh- 
on for poor wande:ing linners, Mar. g. 36. Great 
love for his Saints, Jobs 13, 1. With tender pity 
towards them in all their ſorrows and afflictions, 
Iſa, 63. 9. Hzrein allo be ye followers of Chriſt, 
according to that, Col.3. 12,13, Put on therefore 
as the Elett of God, holy and beloved bowel; of mere 
cies, kindveſs, humblene|ſe of mind, meekneſſe, long» 
ſuffering, forbearing one another, and forgiving cue 

another ; if any man havea quarrel avainſt any, 
even as Chriſt forgave you, ſo alſs do ye. 

7. The Lord Jeſus counted nor his life dear, 
when that he was called to give it up in bearing 
witneſle tothe Truth ; as you have ir in that Joh 
1$. 37. he bears witnelle tothe Truth when cal- 
led to it, with the hazard of his life, 

Herein follow Jeſus Chriſt, in bearing Witneſs 
to the Truth of God, though with the hazard of 
your lives, as Paul doth in that, ACs 20. 24. 
Whatever miſchief be threatned by wicked men, 
yer deny not, be not aſhamed of the Wo:d+, 
Trurhs, and Wayes of Chri(t ; for 'tisthe Ward 
oi rhe true and faithlul Wiineſs, which we have 
Mark 8.36. Whoſoever therefore ſhall be aſhamed 
of me and my words, 11 this adulteraus and fintul 

| Generation, of kim alſo ſhall the Son of man be aſha- 
» 44d, when þe cometh in the glory of bus Father, _ . 
the 
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, nave (incerely entred the Way of the Lord, « 
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the holy Angels, And, Oh how (ad,if this be thy 
portion ! for 1f inthat day Chrilt ſhall be aſha« 
med of thee, Wo be to thee for ever, thou ſhalc 
be wretched and miſerable to all Ererniry. But 
be faithful, couragtous, and conſtanr, in confeſling 
him, and his Wayes and Truths; for he hath 
ſaid, Mat. 10. 32. Whsſoever therefore ſhall con- 
jeſſe me before men, him will I confeſſe before my 
Father that 15 in Heaven ; And, Oh how com- 
fo:table, if this be thy Portion ! for it Jeſus Chriſt 
confeile thee at thar day, Peace be to thee for 
ever, thou {halt be bl:fled and happy to all Ecer- 
nity : Though therefore thy confeffing of him, be 
arcended nor only with Reproaches, and Revi- 
linge, but with Fines, Bonds, Impriſonment, yea 
Death ic ſelf ; yer herein follow him, in bearing 
witneſs to the Truth, when called unto ir, what- 
ever hazard you run by it ; yea though it come to 
the drinking of the Cnp that he drank of, and ta 
rhe ſealing of your Teſtimony with your blood ; 


knowing that if ye ſuffer with him, you ſhall alfa 
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| reign together with biy, Thus if you follow rhe 


Lord, walking in his [teps, in theſ2 and other Par 
ticulars,wherein he hath given us an example ,vou 
ſhall be ſure to keep the Way of the Lord, - And 
= ſhall ſufhce for the third branch of the Dice- 
ton, 
4. Letthe Glory of God be your End, if that 
you would keep the way of che Lord . It” _ 
en 
the 
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- the Glory of the Lord is your laſt End ; and if you 


would keep on (teadily in this way, look to the 
Glory of God as your main End. Though it be 
pollible for a man that hath the Glory of God'for 
his End,ro ſtep out of the Way ot the Lord ; yer i 
is impoſſible tor a man to keep the Way of the 
Lord, unleſs this be his urmolt End - Yea though 
it be poſſible for one that is right in his End, to 
err in this oc that parcicular, ſo as to tray from the 
Way of the Lord, in ſome lefler matters thac 
ſhall nor prejudice his Salvation ; yet it 18 impoſ- 
ſible thac ſuch a- one ſhould ſo miſtake about the 
Subtancials of this Way, as to turn afide, and to 
walk totally and finally in the Way -that leaderh 
to deſtruction, and eternal perdition - Though 
the purity of the End, will not make amends for 
the viciouſnels of the means ; yet Where aman 1$ 
right in his End, much Errour as to the means 
{hall be forgiven him ; yea and to have the (20+ + 
ry of God for your End, 1n all your n::ural and 
civil Actions, is the way to ſanciihe thein, and to 
inſcribe Holineſs to the Lord on them, Thus may 

the meanelt actions of your particular Callings 
become Religious, if they be done as rothe Lord 
in obedience to his Command, and with reſpss 

to his Glo:y: Therefore as the Apollle hath ity 
1 Cor, 19.32, Jihether you eat or arinh ,: or whats 
ever ye do, do all to the Gl:ry of God + Make this 
your (cope, and it will be of ſpecial nie to guide, 
you when the way 1s doub:fu!, being indeadprge 
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pounded by the Apolile for thac end : As a man 
that is travelling on Sa/:5bury Plain towards the 
City ; he comes fomtimes where there is no bea- 
ten paths,and ſomtimes where two or three ways + 
meer ; now to keep his eye on the City, is the 
ready courſe to keep him in the right way : So if 
4 man were to drawa fireight Line to ſuch a 
Point, and hath not a Rule to draw by, his readi- 
elt way is to keep ns eye upon the Point, So when 
your way is doubrful, and you know not which 
way to takerake that which is molt for the Glory 
of God : where yoti ſee not your Rule, keep your 
eye on the Glory of God,and it will be of choice 
uſe ro keep you fireighr in the Way of the Lord. 
And ſo much for the firſt branch of che Exhor- 
cation, 
2. Be exhotred to wait oh the Lord, for with- 

our this you will not long keep the V Vay of the 
Lord ; there are ſuch troubles, diftreſles and rri- 
bulations thar artend the Way of the Lord, char 
as the Apoltle hath ir,. Heb, ro, 36. Yehave 
weed of Patience, that after ye have done the will 
of God, you may wmherir the Promiſe, So ſayT, 

ou have need of waiting, that you may keep the 
yy of che Lord, and continue rherein to the 
end, 

 Wherein the Nature of this Dury lizs,and waar 
Encouragemencs there are to it in the worlt of 
cimes, [ have late! y (hewn yov, when I preached 
oh that, Lam. 3, 26, ris good that a man hepe, 
$3 ; & 
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ard wait quietly for the Salvation of the Lord, 
Whence I obſerved, That however it go With the 
people of God, it is good, 1t 1s beft tor thzm to 
hope, and wait quietly for the Salvation of the +. 
Lord, I ſhall theretore only recommend this 
Duty to you, as the work of chis dark Day, and 
conclude with that of our Saviour, Luke 12. 3 59 
&C. Ad let yur Loyns be girded about and yur 
Lights burning, and ye your ſelves like to men that 
watt for their Lord when he witl return from the 
wedding ; that whes he cometh and knocketh,they 
may open to him immediately, Bleſſed are thoſe Ser- 
vants, whom the Lord when be cometh ſhall find 
watching. Yea, Keep the Way of the Lord, and 
wait on him: For, as ver. 42,43. #ho then is 
that faithful and wiſe Steward, whons his Lord 
ſhall make Rukr over his Houſhold, to give thew 
their Portion of meat 11 due ſeaſon, Bleſſed 1s that 
Servant, whom the Lord when he cometh ſhall find 


lo doing, 


FINIS. 
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